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October 12, 2023 
 
Dear GJUESD Families,  
 
I am sharing this information that has been provided to school districts in California from California 
County Superintendents. 
 
The terrorist attack instigated by Hamas against Israel and resulting declaration of war by Israel against 
Hamas in the Gaza Strip has led to numerous horrific casualties and injuries on both sides. Our thoughts 
are with all of those affected by the conflict which is so difficult to comprehend, understand, and justify. 
California is home to students and staff with cultural ties to Israel and Palestine. In these challenging 
times, it is crucial for educators and families to have access to appropriate resources to engage in 
meaningful discussions with students about the events in Israel and Gaza.  
 
As is the case with other violence around the world, it is likely that our students have access to 
unprecedented levels of information and potentially misinformation.  In addition, graphic images and 
footage of violent conflicts are not easy to process, especially for children and youth. It's even more 
difficult for those who have experienced trauma or witnessed violence themselves.  
 
Parents, caregivers, and educators are faced with the challenge of explaining violence and war to 
children. Although difficult, these conversations are extremely important and in the context of human 
history help us work towards peace.  
 
Below are resources to help children feel more secure and understand the world in which they live. 
These resources are intended to provide access to information and educators are encouraged to 
determine which ones are most appropriate for their students.  
 
Facing History & Ourselves Resources 
Link to Marin COE Resources 
Link to San Diego COE Resources 
Link to Los Angeles COE Resources 
 
Please take care,  
 
Lois Yount 
Superintendent  
 

https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/processing-attacks-israel-outbreak-war-region?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=277634872&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-97F8XGdn8JLhr8lOmm_4KCSsTnnpRbeGN4f9qe97Hhjor6t472jExkPxAipO-W7RA1hO3IQFJLSEAwt9D-fBJEXzTJwg&utm_content=277634872&utm_source=hs_email
https://sites.google.com/view/mcoeequitysite/resources-for-educators-families-to-discuss-conflict-and-war
https://www.sdcoe.net/about-sdcoe/news/post/%7Eboard/news/post/resources-for-educators-families-to-discuss-the-events-in-israel-and-gaza-with-students
https://www.lacoe.edu/Home/News-Announcements/ID/4851/Supporting-Educators-and-Families-in-Conversations-about-Israel-and-Gaza-with-Students

