
2-22-2022

Dear Board Members & Superintendent,

Thank you for all you do for our community. I am writing this as I cannot be there in person
tonight.

I want to share a major concern I have with the survey sent out last week regarding mask
wearing as a personal choice. I am glad a survey was created and sent out, however the
timeframe for the survey was beyond unfair, for all, especially our community. I do not
pretend to understand the reasoning behind the 12 hour window. Staff members,
community members, and parents of my students were upset and frustrated with this time
frame as well. People do not check emails every hour. What about those parents who do
not have email? It would have been a more reliable and fair survey if voters had at least 48
hours. For future surveys, especially ones regarding such an important topic/issue, can you
please allot more time, with many more reminders?

As for masks, I know I have spoken my opinion many times, at board meetings. I still stand
on the fact that mask wearing should be a personal choice. While others who have
opposing views as myself seem to be heard more and/or speaking louder than the rest, I
still continue to speak for those who do NOT feel heard or comfortable saying it aloud.

Thank you for your time.

Sara Murray
5th Grade Teacher
Valley Oaks Elementary
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Superintendent Yount and members of the board,

I am writing to voice my concern regarding agenda item 212.269. This board has been notified on
no less than 4 separate occasions that the mask mandate is not discretionary and that if you
should choose not to enforce it you are vulnerable to legal action and will not be covered by the
SIA. As of the drafting of this agenda item the mandate still stands. It is your duty to follow the laws
and mandates set forth by the state, not to bend to the will of the unruly minority. You walk a
slippery slope here. The current actions of the board and this district are sowing a feeling of
distrust among a large number of parents. We will not continue to allow our children to attend your
schools if we cannot trust you to abide by simple safety laws and mandates. If you are so easily
swayed by the disruption tactics of those who value their personal comfort over protecting our
children and ensuring their safety on campus, what other safety measures are you willing to
rebuke? I urge you to protect our students and school staff by continuing to enforce consistent and
proper masking on our school sites as long as the mandate remains in effect.

Thank you,
Amanda Barnett
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Hello, My name is Sunshine Umeda and I’m a 4th grade Teacher at River Oaks.

I am very concerned that the Board is voting to possibly disregard the State Mask Mandate. This 
decision has a huge impact on not only classrooms and teachers, but also the community as a 
whole. Without adhering to the mask mandate, our district may lose insurance/liability coverage 
that will impact us for years to come. The district would have to cover lawsuits out of pocket, taking 
money directly out of our budget. This puts the district at a financial risk of bankruptcy.

Going against the mask mandate and sending the message that individuals can choose their own 
policy will also provide the ability for everyone to then question any mandate or policy district wide, 
including district and school handbooks all the way to classroom procedures. Everyone will get to 
pick and choose based on their individual wants. This also condones the behavior we have seen 
district wide where students are missing valuable instruction and adults were giving children treats 
in order to protest without that child’s parent’s knowledge. Students were perpetuating what they 
saw from their parents and coming to school and refusing to play with friends unless they refused 
to wear a mask. It no longer became a personal choice. This type of behavior can not be 
rewarded.

What ignoring the mask mandate would mean in the classroom; masked students may be in fear of 
sitting next to unmasked students. I have witnessed students come to school unknowingly Covid 
positive and find out at the end of the day. Since everyone was wearing their mask appropriately, 
no other student was affected and everyone could continue coming to school. If this had occurred 
without masks, every student and teacher would have been exposed for the entirety of the day and 
there would have been more testing necessary and quarantines with lost instruction. More safety 
measures will need to be put in place to ensure that school is a safe environment for all students. 
More students and staff will get sick, which will mean more lost instruction and more substitutes 
needed to step in for a long stretch of days. 

In refusing to adhere to the State Mandate, it is not invoking personal choice, it is breaking the law. 
If a person came into my car and refused to wear a seatbelt because they didn’t like how it feels, 
that would not be tolerated because it puts everyone at risk. Let’s keep working together to follow 
the State Mandate and keep everyone safe and in school ready to teach and learn.

Thank you
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Members of the board,
My name is Carolyn Brennan and I am a grandparent of students in your district. I am writing you today to 
urge you to vote NO on resolution 13 agenda item 212.269. The current mandate allows my
grandchildren to attend classes in person safely and without great risk of contracting Covid 19. That in
turn allows them to spend time with my husband and I without risking our own health. If you are to allow
all students to go mask free, disregarding the current mandate, you will directly put myself and many
other grandparents at risk. All children deserve to be able to safely attend classes AND safely visit their
grandparents. Are you willing to gamble with the lives of your students, staff and community members?
Are you willing to assume all liability when the SIA will not insure you?
Again, I am urging you to vote no on resolution 13, agenda item 212.269.
Thank you.
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Superintendent Yount and members of the Galt Joint Union Elementary School District:

My wife and I have kept our school-age children home from school and in a home learning academy setting 
since spring 2020 due to concerns related to COVID-19.

She and I recently started allowing the children to attend music, choir, and PE classes at Lake Canyon 
Elementary School to give them some sense of normalcy. 

I now fear for my children's safety and well-being.

There are parents of that school's students who are on or near campus and pressuring kids to go maskless. 
The belief is that breaking the rules that were put in place for the benefit of everyone will force the board to 
either recklessly do away with sound policy or build expensive temporary facilities to educate students who 
choose to not follow the rules.

The state of California and Sacramento County will eventually lift the masking policy currently in place. Just 
give it time to run its course.

Until then, please ponder this one question. What is more important to the district and the board: the health 
and safety of ALL students or allowing pandering and hysteria to dictate how funding decisions are made 
and how students are taught?

Bryan Gold
Galt resident 
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